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RAPPORT D'EXAMEN 

PRELIMINAIRE INTERNATIONAL Demande Internationale n° PCT/FR 03/02970 

I. Base du rapport 

1 En ce qui concerne !es elements de la demande international (les feuilles de remplacement qui ont 6te 

remises k I'office recepteur en r6ponse d une invitation faite conformement k I'article 14 sont considers, dans 
le present rapport , comme "initialement deposSes" et ne sont pas jointes en annexe au rapport pwsqu elles ne 
contiennent pas de modifications (regies 70. 16 et 70. 17)) : 



Description, Pages 

-j jj telles qu'initialement depos§es 
Revindications, No. 

1 _1 8 telles qu'initialement deposees 

2 En ce qui concerne la langue, tous les elements indiqu6s ci-dessus etaient a la disposition de I'administration 
ou lui ont ete remis dans la langue dans laquelle la demande Internationale a ete deposSe, sauf indication 
contraire donn£e sous ce point. 

Ces elements etaient k la disposition de I'administration ou lui ont ete remis dans la langue suivante: f qui est 

□ la langue d'une traduction remise aux fins de la recherche international (selon la rfegle 23.1 (b)). 

□ la langue de publication de la demande intemationale (selon la regie 48.3(b)). 

□ la langue de la traduction remise aux fins de I'examen preliminaire intemationale (selon la rfegle 55.2 ou 
55.3). 

3 En ce qui concerne les sequences de nucleotides ou d'acide aminesdivulguees dans la demande 

" Internationale (le cas echeant), I'examen preliminaire Internationale a ete effectu£ sur la base du listagades 
sequences : 

□ contenu dans la demande intemationale, sous forme ecrite. 

□ depose avec la demande intemationale, sous forme dechiffrable par ordinateur. 

□ remis ulterieurement a Tadministration, sous forme ecrite. 

□ remis ulterieurement h I'administration, sous forme dechiffrable par ordinateur. 

□ La declaration, selon laquelle le listage des sequences par ecrit et fourni ulterieurement ne va pas au-dela 
de la divulgation faite dans la demande telle que depos6e, a ete foumie. ' 

□ La declaration, selon laquelle les informations enregistrees sous dechiffrable par ordinateur sont identiques 
a celles du listages des sequences Presente par ecrit, a ete foumie. 

4. Les modifications ont entraTne I'annulation : 

□ de la description, pages: 

□ des revendications, nos : 

□ desdessins, feuilles: 

5 □ Le present rapport a ete formule abstraction faite (de certaines) des modifications, qui ont ete considen§es 
comme allant au-dela de I'expose de I'invention tel qu'il a 6te depose, comme il est indique ci-apres (regie 
70.2(c)) : 

(Toute feuille de remplacement comportant des modifications de cette nature doit etre indiquge au point 1 
et annexee au present rapport) 
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6. Observations complementaires, le cas 6cheant : 



V. Declaration motivee selon I'article 35(2) quant a la nouveaute, "artivitelnvei^ve et la possibilite 
^application industrielle; citations et explications a I'appui de cette declaration 

1. Declaration 
Nouveaute 



Oui: Revendications 1-16 

Non: Revendications 17,18 

Oui: Revendications 1-16 

Non: Revendications 17,18 

Possibilite ^application industrielle Oui: Revendications 1 -1 8 

Non: Revendications 



Activity inventive 



2. Citations et explications 
voirfeuille separee 
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RAPPORT D'EXAMEN Demands intemationale n° PCT/FR 03/02970 
PRELIM1NAIRE INTERNATIONAL - FEUILLE SEPAREE ? . 



Concernant le point V 

Declaration motivee quant a la nouveaute, I'activite inventive et la possibility 
d'application industrielle; citations et explications a I'appui de cette declaration 

II est fait reference aux documents suivants: 

D1r J. DAVIS: "Cheese Vol. Ill" 1976, CHUCHILL LIVINGSTONE , LONDON , 
XP002246436 

D2: US-A-4 539 902 (HANCOCK HERBERT W ET AL) 1 0 septembre 1 985 
(1985-09-10) 

D3: OS-A-4 3'32 831"(RUST ROBERT R) 1 juln 1 982 (1 982-06-01 ) 
D4: FR-A-2 800 570 (CHANET JACQUES JEAN ANTOINE) 1 1 mai 2001 (2001 - 
05-11) 

1 . Nouveaute - Article 33(1 ) et (2) PCT 

La presente demande ne remplit pas les conditions enoncees dans I'article 33(1) PCT,. 
I'objet des revendications 17 et 18 n'etant pas conforme au critere de nouveaute defini 
par I'article 33(2) PCT. 

Les documents D2-D4 decrivent une pate fromagere presse, formee en boudin. Le 
boudin est decoupe. 

Les caractenstiques vagues du procede de la revendication 1 ont une portee tres large 
et n'ajoutent pas des caracteristiques limitatives supplementaires a la pate qui fait 
I'objet des revendications 17 et 18. 

En outre, une portion de pate de Cantal (sans croute), preparee selon le procede 
traditionnel (D1), anticipe aussi I'objet des revendications 17 et 18. La pate presente 
les memes "caracteristiques" que celles du Cantal. 

2. Activite inventive - Article 33(1) et (3) PCT 

Le document D1 , qui est considere comme etant I'etat de la technique le plus proche 
de I'objet de la revendication 1 decrit le procede de preparation de Cantal. 
Le deuxieme pressage est effectue en plagant la tomme broyee dans des moules 
cylindriques. 

L'objet de la revendication 1 differe de ce procede connu en ce que une mouleuse 
tubulaire a axe vertical est utilisee pour effectuer le deuxieme pressage. 
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RAPPORT D'EXAMEN Demande internationale n° PCT/FR 03/02970 
PRELIM1NAIRE INTERNATIONAL - FEUILLE SEPAREE ; ; : 

Le probleme que se propose de resoudre la presente invention est un altematif pour 
effectuer la seconde phase de pressage dans un precede de fabrication d'une pate 
fromagere non cuite, ayant subi un double pressage et une double maturation. 

Des mouleuses tubulaires ont deja ete employees dans un procede de fabrication 
d'une pate fromagere, voir D2, D3 ou D4. Utilisation d'une mouleuse tubulaire 
correspond a une etape d'egouttage et de preformage. 

Aucun des documents D2-D4 ne suggere I'utilisation d'une mouleuse tubulaire dans un 
procede de fabrication d'une pate fromagere non cuite, ayant subi un double pressage 
et une double maturation. 
■■ La solution de la fevendication 1 a I'avantage d'integrer I'etape d'emballage au procede 

de preparation. 

Done, I'objet de la revendication 1 est considere comme inventif. 
Les revendications 2-16 dependent de la revendication 1 et satisfont done egalement, 
en tant que telles, aux conditions requises par le PCT en ce qui conceme la nouveaute 
et I'activite inventive. 
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Applicant's or agent's file reference 
43609 MD/DGR 


See Notification of Transmittal of International 
FOR FURTHER ACTION preliminary Examination Report (Form PCT/IPBA/416) 


International application No. 

PCT/FR2003/002970 


International filing date (day/month/year) 
08 octobre 2003 (08.10.2003) 


Priority date (day/month/year) 

08 octobre 2002 (08.10.2002) 


International Patent Classification (IPC) or national classification and IPC 
A23C 19/06, 19/064, 19/068 


Applicant 
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This international preliminary examination report has been prepared by this International Preliminary Exarriining Authority 
and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 



2. This REPORT consists of a total of . 



. sheets, including this cover sheet. 



□ This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e., sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have been 
amended and are the basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority (see Rule 
70.16 and Section 607 of the Adrninistrative Instructions under the PCT). 

These annexes consist of a total of 



3. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 
Basis of the report 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 

Certain defects in the international application 

Certain observations on the international application 
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Date of completion of this report 

16 December 2004 (16.12.2004) 


Name and mailing address of the IPEA/EP 
Facsimile No. 


Authorized officer 
Telephone No. 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



International application No. 

PCT/FR2003/002970 



Basis of the report 



1. With regard to the elements of the international application: 41 
^ the international application as originally filed 

^ the description: 
pages 



1-7 



, as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 



, filed with the letter of 



the claims: 
pages 



1-18 



, as originally filed 

, as amended (together with any statement under Article 1 9 
, filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



| | the drawings: 



pages 



, as originally filed 
, filed with the demand 



m9 filed with the letter of 



| | the sequence listing part of the description: 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 

_ , filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in which 
the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language . which is: 

| | the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23.1(b)). 
| | the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 
| | the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 
or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 
preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

1 1 contained in the international application in written form. 

filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

Q ruraished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

|~1 furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form 

| | The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 

international application as filed has been furnished 
| | The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 
been furnished 

4. I I The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

I I the description, pages 

I I the claims, Nos. 

I | the drawings, sheets/fig 

Ibis report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 
beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 

* Replacement sheets which liave been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to 
in this report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rule 70.16 
and 70.17). 

**Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this report 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 

Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 



Industrial applicability (IA) 

2. Citations and explanations 

This report makes reference to the following documents: 

Dl: J. DAVIS: "Cheese Vol. Ill", 1976, CHURCHILL 

LIVINGSTONE, LONDON, XP002246436 
D2: US-A-4 539 902 (HANCOCK HERBERT W ET AL) , 10 

September 1985 (1985-09-10) 
D3: US-A-4 332 831 (RUST ROBERT R) , 1 June 1982 (1982- 

06-01) 

D4: FR-A-2 800 570 (CHANET JACQUES JEAN ANTOINE) , 11 May 
2001 (2001-05-11) 

1. Novelty - PCT Article 33(1) and 33(2) 

The present application does not comply with PCT Article 
33(1) because the subject matter of claims 17 and 18 does 
not meet the requirement of PCT Article 33(2) for novelty. 

Documents D2-D4 describe a pressed cheese curd formed into 
a cylindrical block of cheese, which is then sliced. 

The vague features of the process as per claim 1 have a 
very large scope and do not add supplementary restrictive 
features to the cheese curd as per claims 17 and 18. 

Form PCT/IPEA/409 (BoxV) (January 1994) 



Claims 1-16 YES 

Claims 17, 18 NO 

Claims 1-16 YES 

Claims 17, 18 NO 

Claims 1 ~ 18 YES 

Claims NO 
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Moreover, a Cantal cheese curd portion (without rind) 
prepared by the traditional process (Dl) also anticipates 
the subject matter of claims 17 and 18. The cheese curd 
has the same "features" as Cantal cheese. 

2. Inventive step - PCT Article 33(1) and 33(3) 

Document Dl is considered to constitute the prior art 
closest to the subject matter of claim 1 and describes the 
Cantal cheese preparation process- The second pressing is 
performed by placing the crushed tomme in cylindrical 
formers . 

The subject matter of claim 1 differs from that known 
process in that a tubular former with a vertical axis is 
used for the second pressing. 

The present invention addresses the problem of providing 
an alternative way of performing the second pressing phase 
during the preparation of a raw cheese curd subjected to 
double pressing and double ripening. 

Tubular formers have already being used in a process for 
preparing cheese curd (see D2, D3 or D4) . The use of a 
tubular former corresponds to a draining and preforming 
step . 

None of the documents D2 to D4 suggests the use of a 
tubular former in a process for preparing a raw cheese 
curd subjected to double pressing and double ripening. 

The solution as per claim 1 has the advantage of 
integrating the conditioning step in the preparation 
process . 
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The subject matter of claim 1 is therefore considered 
inventive . 

Claims 2-16 are dependent on claim 1 and thus also meet 
the PCT novelty and inventive step requirements . 
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